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vessels, many of them of the first magnitude, covered the waters of the bay. There lay the huge Tonnant of eighty guns, one of Nelson's prizes at the battle of the Nile, now exhibiting the pennant of Sir Alexander Cockrane, the Admiral in command of this imposing fleet. Rear Admiral Sir Edward Codrington was also on board the Tonnant, a name of renown in the naval history of England. There was the Royal Oak, a seventy-four, the ship of Rear Admiral Malcolm; four other seventy-fours, the Norge, the Bedford, the Asia, the Ramilies, formed part of the fleet, the last named in command of Sir Thomas Hardy, the beloved of Nelson, to whom the dying hero gasped those immortal words, "Kiss me, Hardy; I die content." There, too, were the Dictator, of fifty guns; the Gorgon, of forty-four; the Annide, of thirty-eight, commanded by Sir Thomas Trow-bridge, of famous memory; the Seashore, of thirty-five, under Capt James Alexander Gordon, late the terror of the Potomac; the Belle Poule, of thirty-eight, a ship of fame. Nine other ships, mounting thirty-eight, thirty-six, and thirty-two guns; five smaller vessels, each carrying sixteen guns; three bomb craft and eleven transports, completed the formidable catalogue. Nor were these, all the vessels destined to take part in the enterprise. A fleet from Bordeaux was still on the ocean to join the expedition at the entrance of Lake Borgne, where, also, Captain Percy's squadron from Pensacola, with Nichols and the brave Captain Lock-yer, were to effect a junction. And yet other vessels, direct from England, with the general appointed to command the army, were expected.
"The decks of the ships in Negril Bay were crowded with red-coated soldiers. The four regiments, numbering, with their sappers and artillerymen, 3,100 men, who had fought the battle of Bladensburg, burnt the public buildings of Washington, and lost their general near Baltimore the summer before, were on board the fleet. Four regiments, under General Keine, had come from England direct to reinforce this army. Two regiments, composed in part of negro troops, supposed to be peculiarly adapted to the climate of New Orleans, had been drawn from the West Indies to join the expedition. The fleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
